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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 8/28/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the Kushita reference does not teach a method where the second 
terminal detects the presence of the first terminal in the holder and receiving a signal that 
a first terminal is connected to the holder and thus establishing a Bluetooth connection 
between the second terminal and the first terminal when the signal is received by the 
second terminal. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. Kushita reference discloses 

a first terminal with a short range communication module is connected to the 
holder. See col. 9, lines 18,19. 

said first terminal having a detector for detecting whether or not said first terminal 
is set to said holder, and for outputting a set signal when detecting that said first 
terminal is set to said holder, see col. 4, lines 18-37 where the holder or cradle 
205 of the automobile system 200 holds the portable telephone and has a 
detection method to detect the presence of the portable phone in the holder or 
cradle and a control signal is set between the portable phone and the automobile 
system 

- said second control unit of said second terminal starts said second wireless 

connection interface in response to the set signal sent thereto from said detector, 
and establishes a wireless connection between said first terminal and said second 
terminal; see col. 8, lines 32- col. 9, line 27. Here the when the portable phone is 
in the cradle, a control signal is set which is indicated to the automobile system 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/8 1 0,903 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2618 

which then communicates with the portable phone to set the phone to the drive 
mode i.e. to disable the phone for speech communication. See also col. 1, lines 5- 
45 

The secondary reference Numata teaches the use of Bluetooth module for short range 
communication. 

The reference Lilja teaches a method wherein when the phone is placed in the holder or 
cradle the phone interface detects the presence of the phone in the holder and then the 
charging circuitry regulates and charges the mobile phone placed in the holder and thus 
powers the mobile unit to allow for the communication with the master electronic system 
of the automobile. 

Therefore Kushita in combination with Numata and Lilja meets all the claimed limitation 
of independent claims 1 and 6. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kushita [US 6,570,689] and Numata [JP 2002-280950] in view of Lilja [US 5,991,640] 
Regarding claim 1 , Kushita discloses a method of operating of operating an automobile 
system using a portable telephone. Kushita further discloses a method comprising: 
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- a first terminal provided with a first wireless connection interface for performing 
short-distance wireless communications and a first control unit for starting said 
first wireless connection interface; see col. 2, lines 43-51 where the first terminal 
is a portable terminal with a first short range communication module wherein the 
first terminal provided with the said short-range communication module 
automatically checks for a signal that the first terminal provided with the said 
short-range communication module is connected to the holder (see col. 9, lines 
18,19) 

- a second terminal provided with a second wireless connection interface for 
performing short-distance wireless communications and a second control unit for 
starting said second wireless connection interface; see col. 2, lines 52-67 where 
the second terminal is represented by the automobile system with infra red 
communication module with an infra red processing section 

wherein 

said second terminal having a detector for detecting whether or not said first 
terminal is set to said holder, and for outputting a set signal when detecting that 
said first terminal is set to said holder, see col. 4, lines 18-37 where the holder or 
cradle 205 of the automobile system 200 holds the portable telephone and has a 
detection method to detect the presence of the portable phone in the holder or 
cradle and a control signal is set between the portable phone and the automobile 
system 

- said second control unit of said second terminal starts said second wireless 
connection interface in response to the set signal sent thereto from said detector, 
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and establishes a wireless connection between said first terminal and said second 
terminal; see col. 8, lines 32- col. 9, line 27. Here the when the portable phone is 
in the cradle, a control signal is set which is indicated to the automobile system 
which then communicates with the portable phone to set the phone to the drive 
mode i.e. to disable the phone for speech communication. See also col. 1, lines 5- 
45 

However, Kushita fails to disclose a method where the short range communication unit to 
be a blue tooth module and further start the communication between the Bluetooth 
modules upon detection. 

Numata, in the same field of endeavor, discloses a method of communication between a 
mobile unit and other nearby devices using Bluetooth technology. See abstract. Further 
Numata teaches a method where the Bluetooth modules start communicating 
automatically when the phone is placed on the holder. See paragraphs 22,24 and 25. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the above teachings of Numata to Kushita in order to have 
a more flexible way of providing short-range communications overcome the disadvantage 
of using infrared communications, which requires line-of-sight communications and 
further eliminate user intervention with the automatic communication of the short- 
range/Bluetooth modules when it is detected that the phone is placed in the holder. 
However, Kushita and Numata do not disclose a method wherein said holder includes a 
charge interface for supplying a charging current to said first terminal when said first 
terminal is set to said holder, said first terminal includes a charge detector for detecting 
whether or not the charging current is supplied thereto from said holder, and said first 
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control unit of said first terminal starts said first wireless connection interface when said 
charge detector detects that the charging current is supplied to said first terminal so as to 
establish a wireless connection between said first terminal and said second terminal. 
Lilja, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a method wherein when the phone is placed 
in the holder or cradle the phone interface 22 detects the presence of the phone in the 
holder (see col. 3, lines 16-19) , then the charging circuitry regulates and charges the 
mobile phone placed in the holder and thus powers the mobile unit to allow for the 
communication with the master electronic system of the automobile. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the above teaching of Lilja to modified Kushita in order 
for the proper operation of the phone while docked in the cradle. 

Regarding claim 3, Kushita further discloses a method wherein said second control unit 
of said second terminal sends a start signal to said first control unit of said first terminal 
in response to the set signal sent thereto from said detector, and said first control unit of 
said first terminal starts said first wireless connection interface in response to the start 
signal sent thereto from said second terminal, and establishes a wireless connection 
between said first terminal and said second terminal. See col. 1, lines 5-45, col. 2, lines 
42-67, col. 4, lines 18-37, see col. 8, lines 32- col. 9, line 27 



1 . Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kushita 
[US 6,570,689] and Numata [JP 2002-280950] in view of Lilja [US 5,991,640] and 
further in view of Haruki [JP 2002-290606]. 
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Regarding claim 7, Kushita as treated in claim 1 discloses all the limitations. However he 
does not disclose a method of presenting to the user a list of registered devices 
connectable with Bluetooth method on a display. 

Haruki teaches a method of presenting to the user a list of registered devices connectable 
with Bluetooth method on a display. See abstract 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the above teaching of Haruki to modified Kushita so that 
the user can intuitively select a device that the user wants to connect so that the 
convenience of the user can be improved significantly. 

2. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kushita 

[US 6,570,689] in view of Numata [JP 2002-280950]. 

Regarding claim 6, Kushita discloses a system comprising: 

- a first terminal provided with a first wireless connection interface for performing 
short-distance wireless communications and a first control unit for starting said 
first wireless connection interface; see col. 2, lines 43-51 where the first terminal 
is a portable terminal with a first short range communication module wherein the 
first terminal provided with the said short-range communication module 
automatically checks for a signal that the first terminal provided with the said 
short-range communication module is connected to the holder (see col. 9, lines 
18,19) 

a second terminal provided with a second wireless connection interface for 
performing short-distance wireless communications and a second control unit for 
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starting said second wireless connection interface; see col. 2, lines 52-67 where 
the second terminal is represented by the automobile system with infra red 
communication module with an infra red processing section 

- wherein said second terminal includes a detector for detecting whether or not said 
first terminal is set to said holder, and for outputting a set signal when detecting 
that said first terminal is set to said holder, and said second control unit of said 
second terminal starts said second wireless interface module in response to the set 
signal sent thereto from said detector, and establishes a wireless connection 
between said first terminal and said second terminal; see col. 4, lines 18-37 where 
the holder or cradle 205 of the automobile system 200 holds the portable 
telephone and has a detection method to detect the presence of the portable phone 
in the holder or cradle and a control signal is set between the portable phone and 
the automobile system 

- wherein said second control unit of said second terminal sends a start signal to 
said first control unit of said first terminal in response to the set signal sent thereto 
from 

said detector, and said first control unit of said first terminal starts said first 
wireless interface module in response to the start signal sent thereto from said 
second terminal, and establishes a wireless connection between said first terminal 
and said second terminal. ; see col. 8, lines 32- col. 9, line 27. Here the when the 
portable phone is in the cradle, a control signal is set which is indicated to the 
automobile system which then communicates with the portable phone to set the 
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phone to the drive mode i.e. to disable the phone for speech communication. See 
also col. 1, lines 5-45 

However, Kushita fails to disclose a method where the short range communication unit to 
be a blue tooth module and further start the communication between the Bluetooth 
modules upon detection. 

Numata, in the same field of endeavor, discloses a method of communication between a 
mobile unit and other nearby devices using Bluetooth technology. See abstract. Further 
Numata teaches a method where the Bluetooth modules start communicating 
automatically when the phone is placed on the holder. See paragraphs 22,24 and 25. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the above teachings of Numata to Kushita in order to have 
a more flexible way of providing short-range communications overcome the disadvantage 
of using infrared communications, which requires line-of-sight communications and 
further eliminate user intervention with the automatic communication of the short- 
range/Bluetooth modules when it is detected that the phone is placed in the holder. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kushita 
[US 6,570,689] and Numata [JP 2002-280950] in view of Haruki [JP 2002-290606]. 
Regarding claim 8, Kushita as treated in claim 1 discloses all the limitations. However he 
does not disclose a method of presenting to the user a list of registered devices 
connectable with Bluetooth method on a display. 

Haruki teaches a method of presenting to the user a list of registered devices connectable 
with Bluetooth method on a display. See abstract 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the above teaching of Haruki to modified Kushita so that 
the user can intuitively select a device that the user wants to connect so that the 
convenience of the user can be improved significantly. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sujatha Sharma whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7886. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7.30am - 4.00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew D. Anderson can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sujatha Sharma/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2618 

Sujatha Sharma 

March 24, 2009 



